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They arranged barbecues and picnics for the
negroes, made speeches, gave good advice, and
believed that everything promised well. Some-
times the negroes themselves arranged the festival
and invited prominent whites, for whom a separate
table attended by negro waiters was reserved; and
after dinner there followed speeches by both whites
and blacks.

With the organization of the League, the negroes
grew more reserved, and finally became openly
unfriendly to the whites. The League alone,
however, was not responsible for this change. The
League and the Bureau had to some extent the
same personnel, and it is frequently impossible to
distinguish clearly between the influence of the
two. In many ways the League was simply the
political side of the Bureau. The preaching and
teaching missionaries were also at work. And
apart from the organized influences at work, the
poor whites never laid aside their hostility towards
the blacks, bond or free.

When the campaigns grew exciting, the disci-
pline of the order was used to prevent the negroes
from attending Democratic meetings and hear-
ing Democratic speakers. The leaders even went
farther and forbade the attendance of the blacks